24  years  of  service  to  numismatics 


NI 

BULLETIN 


V » r / 


[m  m fs>uiT(~7  TvrT:  i< \ atTon  uTl 


rOUNOf  o 1**4 


Volume  23  Number  3 ISSN:  0197-3088  Price  ....  Two  Dollars 

/"  ~~  \ 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


FEATURES 

A Donation  of  Dies  Part  IV,  by  R.  J.  Hebert 63 

An  Introduction  to  Byzantine  Coinage,  No.  45, 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell  59 

"Maximianus  I --  Rome's  Only  Three-time  Emperor, 

by  Lee  Grossman  67 

The  Story  of  Perseus  in  Greek  Mythology,  by  R.  R.  Kutcher  65 

DEPARTMENTS 

Book  Reviews 71 

Contents  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection  70 

From  the  Mailbox 58 

Member  Notice  Page 76 

INSIDE  N . I . 

Donations  Report  55 

Librarian's  Report  56 

Membership  Chairman's  Report  55 

OTHER  ITEMS 

A Short  Trip  62 

Drawing  Gold  66 

First  Gold  Coins  in  America  75 

"Fishscales"  66 

Numismatic  Gleanings  57,  58,  69,  76 

San  Salvador  Mint?  66 

Simon  Bolivar  vs.  Cob  Coinage  69 


- 


Copyrighted  by  Numismatics  International,  P.O.  Box  670013,  Dallas,  Texas  USA  75367-0013 


MARCH  1989 


BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

C.  C.  ANDREWS 
Chairman  & Past  President 


ROBERT  W.  RICHTER 
President 

ROSS  SCHRAEDER 
Secretary 
214-995-4921  D 
21 4-239-4347  N 


DR.  HOWARD  FORD 
Vice-President 

DON  C.  DOUGLAS 
Treasurer 


LARRY  KNIGHT 
At- Large-Director 

WILLIAM  E.  BENSON 
MARVIN  L.  FRALEY 
JACK  E.  LEWIS 
ELMORE  B.  SCOTT 
JOHN  E.  VANDIGRIFF 


DON  TIFFIN 
At-Large-Director 

KARY  T.  EDWARDS 
PHILIP  L.  LAWRENCE 
CHARLES  MUCHMORE 
WM.  B.  THOMPSON 
CARL  YOUNG 


Past-Presidents 


APPOINTED  STAFF 


Curator,  Nl  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 
Philip  L.  Lawrence 

Curator,  JOHN  GRAVES  MEMORIAL 

PAPER  MONEY  COLLECTION 
David  Block 
P.O.  Box  12473 
Gainesville,  Florida  32602 

Editor,  Nl  BULLETIN 
Marvin  L.  Fraley,  N.L.G. 

2813  - 57th  St. 

Lubbock,  Texas  79413 
Phone  - 806-795-7623 

Article  Editor,  Nl  BULLETIN 
Fred  Drost,  N.L.G. 

110  Ridgefield  St. 

Meriden,  Connecticut  06450 
Phone  - 203-235-7565 

Book  News  & Reviews  Editor, 

Nl  BULLETIN 

Raymond  J.  Hebert 
6305  Windermere  Circle 
Rockville,  MD  20852 

Article  Abstractor,  Nl  BULLETIN 
Joseph  Uphoff 
La  Jolla,  California 

Index  Compiler,  Nl  BULLETIN 
Dick  Schubert 
Denver,  Colorado 


Publicity  Chairman 
Stuart  T.  Eisen 
Phone  - 301-530-5400 

Librarian,  Nl  BOOK  LIBRARY 
Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

30  Pleasant  St. 

Colebrook,  NH  03576 

Librarian,  Nl  CATALOG  SUB-LIBRARY 
Donald  H.  Mead 
323  N.  Estelle 
Wichita,  Kansas  67214 

Librarian,  Nl  PERIODICAL  LIBRARY 
Jim  Haley 
P.O.  Box  4057 
St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 

Mail  Bid  Sales 
Carl  Young 
P.O.  Box  1836 
Dallas,  Texas  75221 

Nl  Publications  Chairman 
Randolph  Zander 

Photographer,  Nl  BULLETIN 
Dick  Hanscom 
P.O.  Box  2832 
Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707 

Moderator,  Nl  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAM 
William  F.  Spengler 
2032  Ridgeway 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80906 


Correspondence  should  be  directed  to  those  persons  and  addresses  above  for  departments 
indicated.  All  other  correspondence  should  be  mailed  direct  to  NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL, 
P.O.  Box  670013,  DALLAS,  TX  75367-0013. 

MEMBERSHIP  FEE:  Individual  & Club  Membership  - $15.00  Annually.  Junior  Membership 

(18  years  of  age  and  under)  - $10.00  Annually.  Senior  Membership  (70  years  of  age  and  over)  - 
$10.00  Annually. 


54 


INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


March,  1989  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  May 
1,  1989,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2294- MT  Dean  L.  Johnson,  135  Bayard  Lane,  Princeton,  N.J.  08540 

(France  Prior  to  1800,  Siam) 

2295- MT  Huu  Van  Nguyen,  P.  0.  Box  741664,  Houston,  Texas  77274 

(Vietnam,  China) 

2296- MT  Dan  Farek,  P.  0.  Box  20084,  Houston,  Texas  77225-0084 

(Ancients,  Asia) 

2297  Paul  E.  Garner,  P.  0.  Box  224584,  Dallas,  Texas  75222-4584 
(Dealer  in  Ancients,  Latin  America) 

2298-MT  Jimmy  Feldman,  P.  0.  Box  1470,  Lima,  Peru 
(Peruvian  Coins) 


Regular  Membership  Converted  to  Life  Membership: 

LM-98  Dr.  Michael  Mitchiner,  c/o  Hawkins  Publications,  Ravenhill, 
Rectory  Park,  Sanderstead,  S.  Croyden,  Surrey,  CR2  9JR, 
England 


★ ★★★★ 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


The  following  donations  have  been  received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Donation 


Preference  of  Use 


CANNIT0,  Ralph  A. 

COLES,  Peter  J. 

HEBERT,  Raymond  J. 
KNAPEK,  Zdenek 
KRANEVELD,  C.  P.  "Kees" 
MacKENZIE,  Kenneth 
MAIER,  Michael  G. 
MULLAN,  Bill 
SCHRAEDER,  Charles  R. 
SINGER,  Gordon 
WESTERGAARD,  J.  Brix 
WURM,  Hilde 


1092  coins  ($4938. 
$8.00  Cash 
$18.00  Cash 
1 coin  (NVS) 

25  coins  (NVS) 
$5.00  Cash 
170  coins  (NVS) 
$25.00  Cash 
$2.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 


00)  NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  BULLETIN 
General  Operating  Fund 


NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  Donor 


***** 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library: 

Tom  Hi  gel 

BA40.CasJ:1986:UAC 
CASEY,  JOHN 

Understanding  ancient  coins.  An  introduction  for  archaeo- 
logists and  historians. 

Pub.  1986,  160pp,  illus. 

John  L.  Pieratt 

US75 .MusJ : 1 968 : C PMC 
MUSCALUS,  JOHN  A. 

The  extensive  use  of  Christ  on  paper  money  circulated  in  the 
United  States. 

Pub.  1968,  lOpp,  illus. 

US75 .MusJ : 1 969; FPGIC 
MUSCALUS,  JOHN  A. 

Famous  paintings  of  God  and  the  Infant  Christ  on  paper  money 
issued  in  New  Jersey. 

Pub.  1969,  7pp,  illus. 

Dr.  VI adimi r Suchy 

AA80.Mi nE: 1 986 : PC 
MINAROVICOVA , ELENA 

Portraits  on  coins.  (From  antiquity  up  to  today) 

(Czechoslovakian  text  but  contains  a multi-language  summary 
that  includes  English.) 

Pub.  1986,  133pp,  illus. 

JJ50. PetE : 1 986 :MHK 
PETACH,  EMIL 

Monetary  History  of  Kosice.  (Czechoslovakian  text.)  Covers 
the  activities  of  the  mint  at  Kosice  in  East  Slovakia  for 
its  400  year  existence. 

Pub.  1986,  205pp,  illus. 

JJ50.NecZ:1983:MHG 

NECHANICKY,  ZDENEK/SAFAR , OLDRICH 

Monetary  History  of  Glatz.  (Czechoslovakian  text.)  Covers 
a 500  year  period  ending  in  early  1800's. 

Pub.  1983,  1 1 3pp , w/plates. 

Randolph  Zander 

JG98.VReM: 1 969 : GAM 
VAN  REY,  MANFRED 

Geschichte  der  Aachener  munzen. 

Pub.  1969,  47pp , illus. 

JF83  - Vri  P : 1 964 : GF 

VRIES,  P.  CH.  DE/VAN  DER  WIEL,  H.  J. 

Compendium  van  de  rnnuten  der  seven  verenigde  Nederlanden  van 
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1576  tot  1795.  Van  de  munten  van  Groningen  en  Friesland  van 
1576-1795. 

Part  7.  Groningen  by  P.  Ch.  de  Vries. 

Part  8.  Friesland  by  Dr.  H.  J.  van  der  Wiel. 

Pub.  1964,  78pp,  illus. 

JG92.WilH:R977:BF 
WILMERSDORFFER,  MAX  VON 

Brandenburg  in  Franken.  (A  reprint  of  that  portion  of  the 
sales  catalog  devoted  to  the  sale  in  1925  of  his  collection 
of  Brandenburg-Franconi a coinage.) 

Pub.  1977,  70pp,  w/plates. 

NB40.WooW:1958:CTB 
WOODS  IDE,  WILLIAM  W. 

Communion  tokens  - a bibliography. 

Pub.  1958,  26pp,  not  illus. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 


"Marino  Grimani  was  one  of  the  richest  men  in  Venice.  Rich  men,  so 
long  as  they  were  generous  as  well,  always  made  popular  doges... 
Grimani's  election  (26  April  1595)... was  accordingly  greeted  with  much 
jubilation  by  the  people.  Nor  were  they  disappointed:  in  striking 

contract  to  his  predecessor,  the  new  Doge  on  his  ceremonial  tour  of 
the  Piazza  positively  deluged  them  in  gold  pieces,  his  wife  and  sons 
simultaneously  flinging  down  copious  handfuls  from  the  windows  of  the 
Palace. . . 

"Yet  all  this  extravagance  was  nothing  to  what  Grimani  spent  two  years 
later... on  the  coronation  of  his  wife... on  4 May  1597.  First  the  Doga- 
ressa,  in  cloth  of  gold  and  attended  by  upwards  of  200  ladies  in  superb 
dresses  specially  designed  for  the  occasion,  was  formally  inducted  into 
the  Basilica...  There  followed  a prodigious  banquet...  For  three 
days  the  festivities  continued;  more  banquets,  more  processions,  danc- 
ing by  torchlight  in  the  Piazza  and  on  rafts  in  the  Grand  Canal..., 
and  even  a naval  review,  with  the  participation  of  ships  from  England, 
Holland  and  Flanders,  ending  with  a regetta.  There  was  much  giving 
of  costly  presents,  the  Dogaressa  distributing  special  oselle 1 bearing 
her  likeness,  and  receivina,  inter  alia,  a golden  rose  from  Pope  Clement 
VIII." 


--  John  Julius  Norwich,  A History  of 
Venice,  (1982),  pages  506-507. 


1 - Gamberini  #587  in  gold  (only  3 known),  and  #588  in  silver,  gener- 
ally considered  medals  rather  than  coins,  given  the  special  occas- 
ion of  issue  and  the  portraiture  of  the  Dogaressa. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 


**************************************** ******************* ************ 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


" NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS " - Numismatic  excerpts  from  occasional  readings 

In  response  to  your  request,  I am  enclosing  several  items  of  less  than 
page  length  which  you  might  find  useful  as  fillers. 

The  thought  occurred  to  me  that  in  my  reading  occasionally  I come  upon 
a succinct  expression  of  a numi smatical ly  related  thought  that  might 
be  of  general  interest.  It  would  be  a brief  statement  of  some  curious 
or  amusing  aspect,  or  a highlight  that  indicated  the  importance  of  a 
numismatic  issue  or  event  to  history,  or  an  author's  statement  of  why 
he  found  some  facet  of  numismatics  particularly  interesting. 

If  you  find  this  idea  useful  as  a source  of  fillers,  let  me  know  and 
I'll  keep  an  eye  out  for  others.  Also,  I would  hope  that  other  NI 
members  might  be  stimulated  to  pass  along  to  you  such  "Numismatic 
Gleanings"  when  they  encounter  them  in  their  reading. 

David  G.  Briggs 
Meredith,  New  Hampshire 

Review  leads  to  new  book  for  the  NI  Library 

We  have  sent  a complimentary  copy  of  Currency  and  Medals  of  Prince 
Edward  Island  as  we  felt  your  members  may  be  interested  in  having  such 
a book  in  your  library. 

We  observe  that  your  October  issue  of  the  NI  Bulletin  has  a very  wel- 
come review  of  the  book,  and  appreciate  this  support.  I thought,  how- 
ever, that  we  should  clarify  one  statement  in  Jerry's  review  that  could 
mislead.  We  have  a free  book  list  that  consists  only  of  numismatic 
organizations  with  established  libraries.  In  addition  it  contains  the 
names  of  approximately  80  of  the  leading  universities,  museums  and 
archives  in  Canada  and  a few  in  the  United  States.  With  the  above 
clarification  I believe  Jerry's  review  is  excellent. 

W.  H.  McDonald 

J.  Douglas  Ferguson  Historical 
Research  Foundation 
Willowdale,  Ontario,  Canada 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 


"George  Thomas  was  the  only  Irishman  who  ever  became  a raja  in  India 
by  the  right  of  conquest.  His  capital  was  Hissar,  which  he  called 
Georgegarh.  In  his  biography  his  own  words  are  quoted,  in  which  he 
says:  'I  coinaed  rupees  in  my  own  name.'  He  died  ninety  years  ago 

(1804),  and  as  yet  no  one  has  found  one  of  his  coins." 

--  Charles  J.  Rodgers,  Coin  Collecting 
in  Northern  India , (1894),  page  127. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln , Nebraska , NI  tiLM-12 

No.  45  - CONSTANTINE  IX  MONOMACHUS  (1042-1055) 

This  reign  had  a number  of  outstanding  events,  only  one  of  which  had 
much  connection  with  the  new  ruler.  He  was  a patron  of  the  arts  and 
literature  and  to  this  fact  the  University  of  Constantinople  owed  its 
re-establishment.  Today  it  is  Istanbul  University  in  the  square  of 
Beyazit,  right  in  the  very  heart  of  ancient  Constantinople. 

Of  immense  importance,  though  little  realized  then,  was  the  final 
schism  between  the  churches  of  the  Eastern  Rite  and  that  of  Rome. 

Pope  Leo  IX  excommunicated  the  Patriarch  Cerularius  who  responded  by 
excommunicating  the  Roman  legates.  Momentous  in  later  historical 
events,  the  affair  has  lasted  until  our  own  day.  The  first  tentative 
steps  of  rapprochement  being  undertaken  by  the  great  Pope  John  XXIII. 

Traditionally  the  backbone  of  the  Byzantine  fighting  forces  - though 
mercenaries  had  long  since  been  employed  - were  the  soldier  farmers 
of  Asia  Minor  (modern  Anatolia).  This  bore  some  resemblance  to  the 
feudal  system  that  was  beginning  to  evolve  in  Western  Europe.  With 
inflation,  wars,  and  political  intrigues,  these  farmers  were  losing 
their  lands  to  the  wealthy  magnates  who  were  building  up  huge  estates. 
One  of  these  soldier  farmers,  George  Maniases,  led  a bid  for  the 
throne.  He  had  won  the  battle  when  he  was  killed  by  a stray  arrow. 
Meanwhile  S.  Italy  was  finally  lost  to  the  Empire  and  in  Anatolia 
itself  Byzantine  power  and  prestige  were  already  threatened  by  the 
advance  of  the  Seljuk  Turks. 

The  marital  affairs  of  the  reign  followed  the  usual  scandalous  pattern 
as  Constantine  brought  his  morganatic  wife  with  him  to  the  Court.  Zoe 
does  not  seem  to  have  objected,  though  Constantine  years  earlier  had 
been  exiled  for  being  a flame  of  hers.  Constantine,  though  afflicted 
with  gout,  had  a fine  presence  and  was  good  tempered,  much  attached  to 
buffoonery  and  squandered  the  rest  of  the  imperial  treasury.  A phy- 
sical wreck,  he  died  in  1055  leaving  Theodora  once  again  as  the  only 
heir  to  the  imperial  throne. 


The  Coinage 


The  gold  nomismata  histamencn  are  divided  by  D.O.  into  four  classes 
with  various  sub-divisions.  The  tetarteron  are  divided  into  two 
classes,  the  first  of  which  has  some  sub-divisions.  Some  of  the  coin- 
age is  concave,  some  flat,  and  it  is  thought  the  mint  may  have  abandon- 
ed the  concave  shortly  before  the  end  of  Constantine's  reign.  Another 
marked  characteristic  is  the  poor  engraving  of  the  legends.  In  type 
III  (histamenon)  there  are  a great  variety  of  readings  (see  illustra- 
tion below),  mainly  on  the  reverses.  The  metal  weights  vary  from  4.20 
to  the  4.40' s.  For  the  tetarteron  these  run  from  the  3.90' s to  the 
4.00' s.  Gold  debasement  advanced  in  this  reign. 

There  are  two  denominations  of  miliaresion,  the  larger  being  found 
in  large  and  small  modules.  The  weights  vary  considerably  from  1.49 
(clipped)  to  2.86. 
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All  the  bronze  minted  was  of  the  anonymous  series. 


The  Coins 


Gold.  The  differences  in  the  classes  of  the  nomismata  histamenon  de- 
pend on  variations  in  the  robing  and  ornamentation  of  the  Christos  and 
of  the  emperor;  in  the  type  of  cross  on  the  globus;  design  variations 
in  the  labarum.  In  Class  IV  the  modules  are  large  and  concave,  or 
small  and  flat.  Mules  (mixed  designs  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  types) 
also  are  known  for  this  group.  For  Class  III  all  the  lettering  varia- 
tions do  not  count  as  sub-divisions. 


Seaby's  1974  catalog  lists  the  following  as  four  varieties. 


Nomismata  Histamenon. 


Histamenon,  Class  I, 
Reverse 

Rote  scepter  and  globus. 


Obverse:  An  enthroned  Christos,  nimbate, 

facing,  right  hand  in  bene- 
diction and  the  left  holding 
the  Gospels. 

Legend:  IbS  XIS  R6X  R69NANTI  b(T)- 

Reverse:  Bearded  bust  of  Constantine 

facing,  holding  a cruciform 
scepter  left  and  a globus 
crowned  in  his  right.  A new 
ornament,  the  saccos,  makes 
its  appearance. 

Legend:  (Variations)  -FCOOnsi  ATTTh  bASI 

L£HSRdi 


Histamenon,  Class  II,  note  labarum. 


II. 


Obverse:  As  Class  I . 

Reverse:  Constantine  holds  a labarum  and  a plain  globus  crowned. 


Legend:  + CUUbSGAbCb  bASIL€HS  RfD- 

III.  Obverse:  Bust  of  Christos,  right  hand  raised  in  blessing  (bare- 

ly visible),  but  many  variation  of  legend  lettering. 
See  note  with  illustration  below. 


Reverse:  Legend  as  before  but  innumerable  variations  in  letter- 

ing. See  note.  Constantine  holds  a long  cross  in  one 
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hand,  a globus  crowned  with  pelleted  cross  in  the 
other. 


Reads  ADTI  IAS 
I for  b,  C for  6 

Ann  nosbASRm 
Alh  for  A1U 
Afh  for  APT 
+CU  ns  ATh  IASIL 
cvvAm 

Arh  i for  Anr  b 


Histamenon,  Class  III 


Variations  in  legend. 


Wroth  and  Ratto  attributed  this  group  to  Constantine 
VIII.  I note  in  my  Goodacre  in  1946,  Seaby's  sold  a 
copy  for  £4.12.6. 


Histamenon,  Class  IV 
Note  2 stars. 


IV.  Obverse  and  reverse  as  before  except 
that  in  the  latter  Constantine  holds  a 
sword  by  its  hilt.  What  makes  the  real 
difference  is  the  very  large  start  to 
the  right  and  left  of  the  emperor's 
head.  These  are  taken  to  refer  to  the 
super  nova  which  appeared  in  1054  and 
lasted  for  two  years,  known  from  Japan- 
ese and  Chinese  astrological  records. 
(Apparently,  the  star  below  is  part  of 
the  costume.) 


Legend  reverse: 

4-  CUUbSCAbhOS  bASILCHS  RfT) - 


Tetarteron . 


Tetarteron , Class  I,  Reverse 


Tetarteron , Class  II,  Reverse 


This  coin,  appearing  in  two  classes  has  an  obverse  in  both  as  the  last 
class  of  histamenon.  The  reverses  vary  in  that  the  emperor  holds  a 
labarum  in  the  second,  instead  of  a scepter,  and  his  chlamys  is  jewel- 
led. The  legend  is  variants  of:  + CUUbSGAhob  bASlL€HS  RfH- 


In  both  cases  the  lettering  of  the  legends  varies  greatly  in  the  dif- 
ferent specimens  recorded. 


Si  Tver. 

Miliaresion.  This  may  appear  in  two  modules,  large  and  smally,  some- 
times scyphate. 
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Miliar esion. 


Obverse:  The  Virgin  orans,  standing  on  a footstool  and 

facing,  with  the  usual  IT  and  0V  in  the  right 
and  left  field. 


Legend:  + A€CnoiNA  CUJZOIC  "May  our  lady  save  the 

pious  Monomachus"  (in  two  parts). 


Reverse:  A bearded  Constantine  stands  facing  in  mili- 

tary attire.  A long  cross  is  in  his  right 
hand  while  in  the  left  is  a sword. 

Legend:  evc€BH  monomaxon. 

2/3  Miliaresion  by  weight  (?). 


2/3  Miliaresion 


Obverse:  This_has  a bust  of  the  Virgin  orans  and  MP 

and  0V  to  left  and  right  in  field.  In  the 
second  variety  are  some  pear  shaped  symbols. 


Legend:  h RAAXePNITICA 

Reverse:  This  returns  to  the  old  five  line  leoend  which 

reads : ©K€R-0— kuunctan— tinuua€C— nOTHTU)— mo- 
NOMa  "May  the  Virgin  help  the  Despot 
Constantine  Monomachus". 


********************************************************************** 


A "SHORT"  TRIP 


Minting  machinery  and  supplies  were  shipped  from  the  Mexico  City  mint 
when  the  new  mint  at  Guatemala  (City)  was  established  in  1748. 

(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG) 


\ 
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A DONATION  OF  DIES  PARI  IV 
R.J.  Hebert,  Hashington,  D.C. 

Continuing  with  my  listings  and  a discussion  of  a donation 
of  dies  made  to  the  National  Numismatic  Collections  by  Stacks,  I 
include  the  following  six  dies. 

1.  Mughal 

Nuru  Ld-DTn  Muhammad  Jahangir  A. H. 1014-1037=A. D. 1605-1628 
Obverse  die  (22  mm.) 


Compare  with 
Sac  type  152 
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5.  Die  (25  mm.)  which  shows  the  Kalimah,  the  Muslim  Confession 
of  faith. 


Codrington  says  of  the  Kalimah  that, 

The  Kalimah  (<Ukl£),  literally  ' the  Word,’  called  also  the 
" Mu*lim  Creed,’  and  in  numismatic  books  generally  the  Muham- 
madan symbol  or  formula,  is  found  on  most  of  the  coins  of  rulers 
holding  the  orthodox  faith  (Sunni).  The  first,  or  negative  part 
•of  it,  alll  31  all  3,  is  taken  from  the  47th  surah  of  the  Koran, 
verse  21  ; the  second  port,  affirmative,  alJl  is  in  the 

29th  verse  of  the  48th  surah  : “ There  is  no  god  but  God, 
Muhammad  is  the  Apostle  of  God  ” (Palmer’s  translation),  h 


6. 


Jaipur  (?) 

Di e (27  mm. ) 


r°  3 

/ 35 

Lp-3 

SHAH  JHAR 

1.  p.21,  D.  Codrington,  A_  Manual 
LondonzRoyal  Asiatic  Society  1904. 


of  Musal man  Numismatics. 


********************************************************************** 
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THE  STORY  OF  PERSEUS  IN  GREEK  MYTHOLOGY 


by  R.R.  Hatcher,  Lincoln  Nebraska  Nl#1289 

One  of  the  great  -favorites  in  Greek  Mythology  is  that  o-f 
Perseus  and  how  he  killed  Medusa,  one  of  the  three  Gorgons.  The 
story  was  so  well  liked  that  a number  o-f  Greek  coins  carry  this 
theme  in  some  manner  on  them.  As  the  story  goes,  King  Acrisius  of 
Argos  had  but  one  child,  a daughter  Danae,  who  was  the  most 
beauti-ful  in  the  land.  The  king  went  to  Delphi  to  ask  i-f  there 
was  hope  -for  him  having  a son.  He  was  told  no,  and  worse  than 
that  his  daughter  would  have  a son  who  would  kill  him.  To  escape 
this  -fate,  the  king  built  a bronze  house  with  no  doors  or 
windows,  but  with  part  o-f  the  roo-f  open  to  let  in  light  and  air, 
thus  to  keep  his  beauti-ful  Danae  away  from  men. 

One  day  Zeus,  looking  down  from  Mt.  Olympus,  saw  the  lovely 
Danae  and  visited  her.  The  child  she  bore  was  his  son  and  she 
called  the  boy  Perseus.  When  the  grandfather  discovered  the  child 
he  was  furious,  but  was  afraid  to  kill  him  as  Zeus  was  his 
father.  After  some  thought,  he  had  a great  chest  made  and  placed 
the  two,  mother  and  son  into  it  and  had  it  cast  out  to  sea.  The 
chest  at  last  came  to  shore  and  was  discovered  by  a good  man,  a 
fisherman  named  Dictys.  The  two  lived  for  many  years  with  the 
fisherman  and  his  wife,  and  one  day  Polydectes,  the  ruler  of  the 
land  and  brother  of  Dictys,  saw  the  beautiful  Danae.  The  cruel 
and  ruthless  Polydectes  wanted  her  at  once,  but  not  her  son.  The 
ruler  told  Perseus  that  since  the  young  man  had  nothing  to  give 
him  and  his  mother  for  a wedding  present,  as  he  intended  to  marry 
Danae,  he  should  go  and  bring  back  the  head  of  Medusa  as  a gift. 

Medusa  and  her  sisters,  Stheno  and  Euryale  were  Gorgons, 
monsters  with  wings  and  snaky  locks.  One  look  at  any  of  these 
sisters  would  turn  a man  to  stone  and  Medusa  alone  could  be 
killed  as  the  other  two  were  immortal.  Not  knowing  all  of  these 
facts  Perseus  set  out  on  his  folly,  but  was  saved  by  two  great 
Gods  who  were  watching  over  him,  Hermes  and  Athena.  Hermes  told 
Perseus  that  before  finding  the  Gorgons,  he  must  first  be 
properly  equipped  and  needed  what  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
nymphs  of  the  north.  To  find  these  nymphs  Perseus  had  to  find  the 
Gray  Women  and  get  directions  from  them.  The  Gray  women  had  but 
one  eye  that  was  shared  between  the  three  and  Perseus  had  to 
steal  the  eye  before  they  would  give  him  directions. 

Finding  the  Hyperboreans,  the  nymphs  of  the  north,  Perseus 
was  given  winged  sandals,  a magic  wallet  that  always  became  the 
size  of  whatever  had  to  be  carried  and  a very  important  cap  that 
made  the  wearer  invisible.  With  these  items  as  well  as  the  sword 
of  Hermes  which  could  not  be  bent  or  broken  by  the  Gorgon  scales, 
and  with  Athena’s  bright  shield,  Perseus  was  ready  for  the 
gorgons.  When  Hermes,  Athena  and  Perseus  arrived  on  the  island  of 
the  Gorgons  the  sisters  were  asleep.  Hermes  pointed  out  which  was 
Medusa  and  Athena  cautioned  Perseus  to  look  only  into  her  shiny 
shield  to  see  the  Gorgons.  Athena  guided  his  hand  and  in  a single 
sweep  of  the  sword  they  cut  her  through  the  neck.  Eyes  still 
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•fixed  on  the  shield,  Perseus  seized  the  head  and  dropped  it  into 
the  magic  wallet  that  closed  around  it.  The  other  sisters 
awakened  but  could  do  nothing  as  Perseus  was  wearing  the  cap  o-f 
darkness  and  could  not  be  seen. 

On  his  way  home,  Perseus  saw  the  beautiful  Andromeda  chained 

on  a rocky  ledge  as  an  offering  to  a sea  serpent.  When  he  saw 

her,  he  instantly  loved  her  and  waited  for  the  coming  monster, 
which  he  slew  like  the  Gorgon.  With  his  new  love  he  sailed  back 
to  his  mother  who  was  in  hiding  as  she  had  refused  to  marry 
Polydectes.  When  Perseus  learned  that  the  king  and  his  favored 
men  were  gathered  at  a banquet  he  saw  his  opportunity  to  do  away 

with  all  of  them.  He  went  straight  to  the  palace  and  entered  the 

banquet  hall,  and  when  he  had  the  eye  of  everyone  there,  held  up 
the  Gorgons  head.  Instantly  the  cruel  king  and  his  cronies  were 
turned  to  stone. 

Perseus  made  Dictys  king  of  the  land  and  he  and  his  mother 
went  back  with  Andromeda  to  their  home  in  Greece.  There  they 
tried  to  be  reconciled  with  Danae’s  father  Acrisius,  but  found 
that  the  cruel  king  had  been  driven  from  the  city.  Later  Perseus 
entered  a athletic  contest  where  he  threw  the  discus.  When  he 
hurled  the  heavy  missile,  it  swerved  and  fell  among  the 
spectators,  where  Acrisius  was  watching  his  grandson  incognito. 

The  discus  struck  him  and  the  blow  was  fatal,  fulfilling  the 
prophecy  he  had  been  told  at  Delphi. 

Perseus  and  Andromeda  lived  happily  ever  after  and  their 
son,  Electryon,  was  the  grandfather  of  Hercules.  The  Gorgon’s 
head  was  given  to  Athena,  who  put  it  on  her  shield.  This  can  be 
seen  on  a number  of  Greek  coins  from  Macedonia. 

******************************************************************* 

SAN  SALVADOR  MINT? 

El  Salvador,  the  smallest  Central  American  country  in  size,  had  a mint 
in  the  19th  century.  It  was  not  locally  owned,  but  was  owned  by  a 
group  in  London,  England  and  operated  for  a short  whi le  from  1892  to 
1896.  Before  and  since  the  country's  coins  have  been  struck  by  out- 
side government  mints. 

********************************************************************** 

"FISHSCALES" 

"Fishscales"  is  the  Canadian  5-Cent  pieces  issued  from  1858  until  1921 
when  the  Parliament  passed  legislation  authorized  the  coins  issued  in 
pure  nickel . 


(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost) 

********************************************************************** 

DRAWING  GOLD:  One  grain  of  pure  gold  can  be  drawn  into  a wire  680  feet 
long.  This  would  be  16,320  feet  per  dwt.  or  326,400  feet  per  ounce. 

But  if  you  add  just  1/2,000  part  of  lead  to  the  gold,  it  can't  be  drawn 
at  all. 
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"MAXIMIANUS  I — ROME'S  ONLY  THREE-TIME  EMPEROR" 


Lee  Grossman,  NLG,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  USA,  NI  tl707 


Marcus  Aurelius  Valerius  Maximianus  was  born  at  Sirmium,  in  Pannonia, 
of  humble  and  obscure  parents  in  250  AD.  He  entered  the  army  as  a 
teenager,  and  served  with  distinction  under  Aurelian  and  Probus.  To 
make  up  for  his  lack  of  education,  and  an  unpolished  mind  and  harsh 
temper",  he  pretended  descent  from  Hercules,  and  was,  at  times,  called 
"Herculeus" . 

However,  it  was  because  of  his  valor  and  military  prowess  that  he 
became  associated  with  Diocletian.  He  was  sent  against  the  Persians, 
the  Germans,  and  the  Bagaudae  (the  oppressed  peasantry  of  Gaul),  de- 
feating them,  Diocletian  created  him  Caesar,  and  on  April  1st,  286,  he 
was  given  the  rank  of  Augustus  (Emperor). 

Diocletian,  the  inovator,  realized  the  empire  was  too  large  for  one  man 
to  rule.  He  divided  the  empire  into  four  sections.  Maximianus  I was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Western  half  of  the  empire,  and  Diocletian  (who 
reserved  the  Eastern  half  for  himself)  administered  those  provinces. 

In  293,  Maximianus  chose  Constantius  Chlorus  as  his  Caesar,  and 
Galerius  was  made  Diocletian's  Caesar.  Constantius  divorced  his  first 
wife,  Helena  (the  mother  of  Constantine  the  Great),  and  married 
Theodora,  the  step-daughter  of  Maximianus.  Maximianus  I was  an  out- 
rageous tyrant,  greedy,  violent  and  cruel.  He  was  a distinguished  per- 
secutor of  Christians,  against  whom  he  further  urged  his  equally 
prejudiced  colleague. 

On  May  1st,  in  305  AD,  both  Diocletian  and  Maximianus  I abdicated,  and 
Constantius  Chlorus  and  Galerius  became  the  Augustii.  Diocletian 
retired  to  Nicomedia,  while  Maximianus  retired  to  Lucania. 

Diocletian's  plan  finally  went  haywire.  In  306,  Constantius  Chlorus 
died,  and  his  troops  elected  his  son,  Constantine,  as  emperor.  But 
Galerius  decided  to  choose  his  Caesar,  Severus,  to  be  the  Augustus,  and 
made  Constantine  a Caesar,  instead.  It  was  then  that  Marcus  Aurelius 
Valerius  Maxentius  (a  son  of  Maximianus  I),  who  had  been  proclaimed 
first  Princeps,  then  Caesar,  and  finally  Augustus  late  in  306,  decided 
he  was  co-emperor.  He  went  to  his  father  and  urged  him  to  resume  as 
Augustus.  Whether  it  was  his  lust  for  power  or  the  solicitation  of  his 
son,  Maximianus,  in  307,  eagerly  accepted  the  chance  to  rule  again. 
(Frankly,  he  probably  wasn't  too  happy  about  abdicating  in  305!). 

Galerius  had  Severus  march  against  the  usurpers,  but  in  the  spring 
(307),  Severus 's  troops  deserted  him.  Severus  was  captured  by  Maxi- 
mianus and  Maxentius,  and  imprisoned.  Shortly  after,  he  was  put  to 
death.  Galerius  was  furious  and  decided  to  invade  Italy.  However,  he 
ran  into  strong  opposition  and  his  troops  mutinied.  Galerius  saved 
himself  by  retreating  to  Pannonia.  At  about  the  same  time,  Maximianus 
and  Maxentius  argued,  and  the  old  man  was  driven  from  Rome.  Maximianus 
fled  to  Gaul,  where  he  received  protection  from  Constantine,  at  Arles. 
Constantine  was  raised  to  Augustus,  and  then  married  Fausta,  the 
daughter  of  Maximianus. 
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In  308  AD,  Galerius  called  a conference  with  Diocletian  and  Maxiai- 
anus.  As  a result,  Maxiaianus  was  forced  to  abdicate  again;  Maxentius 
was  declared  an  "eneay  of  the  people";  Constantine  was  again  downgraded 
to  Caesar,  and  Licinius  I becaae  the  Augustus  of  the  Nest.  Maxiaianus 
lived  at  Constantine's  court  during  his  second  abdication.  In  310,  he 
entered  into  a plot  and  rebelled  against  his  son-in-law,  and  was  pro- 
claimed eaperor  — for  the  third  time.  He  was  detected  through  disclo- 
sures by  Constantine's  wife  (she  evidently  preferred  her  husband  to  her 
father).  Maxiaianus  escaped  to  the  city  of  Massilia  (now  Marseilles, 
France),  where  he  ws  made  prisoner,  and  - for  the  third  tiae  - forced 
to  abdicate.  Constantine  aust  have  feared  his  60-year-old  father- 
in-law  would  try  to  regain  the  throne  again  by  doing  away  with  hia,  and 
be  ordered  that  Maxiaianus  be  strangled. 

Fifteen,  and  possibly  sixteen,  mints  produced  coinage  for  Maxiaianus. 
During  his  first  reign  (286-305  AD),  four  different  Gold  Aureii  were 
struck,  and  in  Very  Fine  condition,  are  very  expensive.  The  Gold 
Quinarius  is  also  quite  expensive.  Three  different  Silver  Argentii  are 
moderately  expensive.  Quite  a few  Bronze  coins  were  struck.  At  least 
18  different  Antoniniani  were  issued,  and  in  VF,  are  moderately  priced; 
a Denarius,  a Quinarius,  an  As,  and  a Semis  are  other  denominations; 
nine  different  Follies  are  obtainable  at  moderate  prices,  and  two  dif- 
ferent Post-Refora  Radiates  can  be  purchased  at  reasonable  prices.  A 
Bronze  Foil is  was  ainted  after  his  first  abdication  and  are  moderate  in 
pr ice . 

Not  as  many  coins  were  ainted  during  his  second  reign.  A Gold  Aureus 
is  extremely  rare.  His  Silver  Argentius  is  fairly  expensive,  while  the 
Silver  Half-Argentius  is  very  expensive.  The  six  different  Bronze 
Folles  are  reasonable  in  price.  A Bronze  Half-Follis  was  also  issued 
and  is  modestly  priced. 

A Bronze  Foil is  was  struck  by  Maxentius  as  a Commemorative  coin  after 
the  death  of  Maxiaianus,  and  can  be  obtained  at  a reasonable  cost. 
Constantine  I also  issued  an  AE3,  and  two  different  AE4s.  During  the 
first  reign,  six  different  Billon  Tetradrachms  from  Alexandria,  Egypt, 
were  issued  as  Colonial  and  Provincial  Coinage,  and  are  inexpensive  in 
pr ice . 

No  coinage  was  struck  during  the  third  reign  of  Maxiaianus. 

My  coin  is  a Bronze  Antoninianus  (not  shown)  in  Fine/Very  Fine 
condition.  It  is  similiar  to  SEAR  3511.  The  obverse  has  a radiated 
and  draped  bust  facing  right.  The  obverse  lettering  reads:  IMP  C 
MAXIMIANVS  P ¥ AVG  ("Imperator,  Caesar,  Maxiaianus,  Pious  and  Faithful 
Augustus) . 

Its  reverse  shows  Maxiaianus  standing,  facing  right,  receiving  Victory 
on  a globe  from  Jupiter,  standing,  facing  left,  and  holding  a spear  in 
his  left  hand.  Between  the  two  figures,  in  the  field,  is  the  Greek 
letter  "Gamma",  indicating  the  forth  Officina  (aint  workshop).  The 
lettering,  circling  the  figures,  reads:  CONCORDIA  HILITVM  (Military 
Harmony).  In  exergue  are  the  letters  HERAC,  indicating  the  Heraclea 
aint  (now  in  Turkey). 


ROMAN  COINS  & THEIR  VALUES  - D.  R.  Sear  (Seaby's  1981) 

68 


READING  & DATING  ROMAN  IMPERIAL  COINS  - Z.H.  Klawans 
(Western  Publishing  Co.,  1977) 

A DICTIONARY  OF  ROHAN  COINS  - Seth  W.  Stevenson  (Seaby  1982 
Reprint  of  1889  original) 


SIMON  BOLIVAR  vs.  COB  COINAGE:  The  illegal  practice  of  "clipping" 

portions  of  the  coin  and  spending  the  remainder  was  curtailed  with  the 
advent  of  milled  coinage.  Since  a milled  coin  contained  an  edge 
pattern  clipping  was  easily  detected  and  the  practice  virtually  ceased. 

The  great  "Libertador ",  Sim6n  Bolivar,  had  to  deal  with  the  public's 
preference  for  milled  coinage  over  cob  coinage  during  the  war  against 
Spain.  Bolivar  sent  instructions  for  replacing  cob  coins  in  a letter(l) 
from  Pamplona  (Colombia)  to  General  Francisco  de  Paula  Santander:  "The 
unmilled  silver  coin  (plata  macuquina)  which  I ordered  brought  here,  I 
am  now  returning  to  you,  as  it  did  not  pass,  for  it  is  not  accepted 
here.  I trust  you  will  replace  it  in  order  to  provide  for  this  army." 

(1)  Sim6n  Bolivar  (was  quite  involved  with  coinage  matters  but  his- 
torians have  not  detailed  much  of  this  for  us).  "Letter  to  General  F 
de  P S"  Nov.  1,  1819.  Selected  Writings  of  Bolivar,  compiled  by  Vicente 
Lecuna.  Edited  by  Harold  Bierck  (New  York:  Colonial  Press,  1951),  Vol. 
I,  pg.  209. 


(Submitted  by  Herman  Blanton,  NI  #2121) 
************************************  ************************  ******  *.**.*.* 

NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 


"We  should  not  expect  to  find  modern  coins  from  remote  countries  in 
Northern  India.  But  nevertheless  many  are  found.  Pilgrims  from  Mecca 
and  Medina  bring  the  coins  of  the  Turkish  Empire.  Punjab  policemen 
from  Hong  Kong  bring  Chinese  dollars  and  coppers  coins  of  the  new 
North  Borneo  Trading  Company,  and  the  coins  in  use  in  the  Straits 
Settlements.  The  same  men  must  have  brough  Mexican  coin  and  coins 
from  Hawaii  and  the  Sandwich  islands.  Punjabis  must  also  have  brought 
coins  from  Zanzibar  and  the  Mauritius.  Persian  merchants  are  respons- 
bile  for  modern  Persian  coins,  as  are  the  Kashgar  traders  for  the 
coins  of  Turkistan  and  the  extreme  western  provinces  of  China.  But 
who  brought  Lima  shillings  of  George  III  and  his  crowns?  And  who 
brought  all  the  many  English  tokens  we  meet  with?  And  who  spread 
abroad  advertisements  in  the  shape  of  coins?  Surely  Professor  Hollo- 
way and  his  pills  and  ointment  were  well  known  enough  not  to  need  the 
fictitious  aid  of  coins.  The  Professor  did  not  think  so.  He  had  his 
bust  struck  on  one  side  together  with  his  name,  and  on  the  other  the 
advertisement  of  his  medicines." 


--  Charles  J.  Rodgers,  Coin  Collecting 
in  Northern  India , (1894),  page 
125-126. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C^  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 

AUSTRIA:  C3  - 1772B;  C12  - C;  C16  - 1861,  1862;  C17a  - C;  C39  - 1758; 

C78  - 1760;  Cl  16  - 1 771 B ; C127  - 1781B,  1781S;  C128  - 1781A,  1782C; 

C132  - 1781;  C149  - 1800A,  1800S;  C150  - 1799A;  C150a  - 1800C;  C156  - 
1795G;  Cl 57  - 1804B;  C172  - 1812A;  C173  - 1821S;  C174  - 1821B;  C175  - 

1816S ; Cl 76  - 1816A;  C177  - 1816A,  1816G;  C178  - 1807S;  C179  - 1807S; 

Cl 80  - 1 85 IB;  C180b  - 1826A;  C181  - 1815A;  C181 a - 1821 B;  C183  - 1808A; 
C183a  - 1814A;  C188a  - 1837A;  Cl 90a  - 1837A;  Cl 91a  - 1845;  Cl 96  - C; 

Cl 98  - 1851  A;  C199  - 1851B;  C200  - 1851 B;  C201  - 1 85 1 A ; C202a  - 1849A; 

C206  - 1854A;  C210  - 1854A;  Y6  - 1858B,  1860V,  1885;  Y7.1  - 1859M, 

1860A,  1878,  1881,  1885;  Y7.2  - C;  Y8  - 1860B:  Y9  - 1858A;  Yll  - 1872; 

Y 1 2 - 1869;  Y14  - 1859A;  Y15  - 1 86 1 A ; Y26  - 1894,  1895,  1897,  1901  , 
1909,  1910,  1911,  1912,  1915;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - CX  (1892,  1895,  1896, 

1904,  1909,  1913,  1915);  Y29  - 1893,  1894,  1895,  1910;  Y30  - 1893, 

1894,  1895,  1907;  Y31  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y33  - C;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - 1893,  1899; 
Y37  - 1915;  Y55  - Restrike;  Y56  - 1924;  Y57  - C;  Y58  - C;  Y60  - 1925, 
1926,  1927,  1938,  1935,  1937;  Y61  - CX  (1934,  1935,  1938);  Y62  - 1931, 
1934,  1936;  Y63  - CX  (1928);  Y65  - 1935;  Y66  - 1934;  Y67  - CX  (1924); 
Y68  - CX  (1932);  Y69  - C;  Y79  - 1934;  Y87  - C to  1972  X (1948,  1961, 
1962,  1967,  1970,  1971);  Y88  - CX  (1947):  Y89  - C to  1970  X (1967, 
1969);  Y90  - C to  1978  X (1976);  Y91  - C;  Y92  - C;  Y93  - CX  (1952); 

Y94  - 1952;  Y95  - CX  (1950);  Y97  - C;  Y99  - 1957,  1958,  1965,  1966, 
1973;  Y99a  - 1974,  1975,  1978;  Y100  - C;  Y101  - C;  Y103  - C to  1979  X 
(1968  thru  1970,  1975);  Y104  - C to  1979  X (1962,  1975,  1976);  Y106  - 
CX  (1963,  1966,  1967);  Y106a  - C to  1978  X (1968,  1973,  1974,  1975, 
1977);  Yll 2 - C;  Y126  - C;  Y127  - C;  Y129  - C;  Y131  - C;  Y135  - C; 

Y 1 37  - C;  Y141  - C;  Y153  - C;  Y165  - 1980. 

AUSTRIAN  STATES  - Salzburg:  C3;  C40  - 1757;  C46b  - 1767. 

AUSTRIAN  NETHERLANDS:  Cl  - 1744;  Cl b - 1777;  C14  - 1763;  C43  - 1793; 

C44  - 1793;  C46  "17970. 

AZORES:  C4  - 1795;  C13  - C;  Y1  - 1865,  1880;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C. 

BAHAMAS:  Y1  - C;  Yla  - C;  Y2  - CX  (1970);  Y3  - C;  Y4  - CX  (1970); 

Y5  - C;  Y6  - 1966;  Y7  - 1966;  Y9  - 1966;  Y14  - 1972FM,  1973RM;  Y16  - 
1973;  Y18  - 1973;  Y21  - 1971;  Y33  - 1977;  Y37  - 1976. 

BAHRAIN:  Y2  thru  Y6  - C;  Y9  - C. 

BANGLADESH:  YA1  - C ; Y 1 - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y5  - 1974;  Y6  - 1974, 

1977;  Y7  - 1974,  1977;  Y8  - C;  Y10  - C;  Yll  - C;  Y12  - C. 

BARBADOS:  Cl  - 1788;  Y1  - 1973,  1973FM(P);  Y2  - 1973,  1973FM(P); 

Y3  - V9'73FM(P);  Y4  - 1973,  T97JFM(P);  Y5  - 1973FMXPTT  Y6  - 1973FM(P); 
Y7a  - 1 973FM(P) ; Y8a  - 1973FM(P) . Eastern  Carribean  Terr.  $4  issue: 

Y2  - C. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


SILVER  PUNCHMARKED  COINS  OF  THE  MAGADHA  - MAURYA  KARSH AP ANA  SERIES. 

P.  L.  Gupta  and  T.  R.  Hardakar.  Published  by  the  Indian  Institute 
of  Research  in  Numismatic  Studies,  Anjaneri  Nasik  422  213  (India). 

1 1 2pp , 8 plates.  Price  $15.00  US. 

After  J.  Allan  published  the  Catalogue  of  the  Coins  of  Ancient  India 
in  British  Museum  in  1936,  several  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made 
to  analyse  the  punch-marked  coins,  the  earliest  coins  of  India.  We 
now  have  to  be  extremely  grateful  to  the  authors  for  having  tackled 
this  problem  so  very  successfully  in  this  work.  The  base  of  their 
work  is  the  excellent  catalogue  ( pp 39-85 ) which  shows  all  the  pos- 
sible punchmark  combinations.  The  amount  of  research  done  by  the 
authors  has  provided  us  with  a book  which  numismatists  have  been 
waiting  for  a long  time. 

The  book  begins  with  a very  useful  chapter  on  the  historical  back- 
ground of  Magadh.  The  second  chapter  deals  with  the  analysis  and 
the  chronology  of  the  coins.  The  chronology  can  well  be  accepted, 
especially  as  the  authors  are  not  tempted  to  over  estimate  the  age 
of  the  early  Karshapanas.  Also  the  attribution  of  the  seven  series 
to  five  dynasties  of  Magadh  can  be  accepted  on  the  whole,  although 
slight  modi fi cations  may  have  to  be  made  as  research  progresses.  It 
would,  for  example,  be  of  interest  what  the  Karshapanas  of  the  Kanva 
dynasty  looked  like.  Due  to  the  downfall  of  the  kingdom  of  Magadh 
these  coins  should  be  looked  for  among  the  copper  punchmarked  coins 
which  started  during  the  Sunga  period. 

This  is  the  first  monograph  published  by  the  Indian  Institute  of 
Research  in  Numismatic  Studies  and  should  be  taken  as  an  example  for 
all  future  publications.  The  print  and  especially  the  plates  are  of 
unusual  good  quality. 


Reviewed  by  Dr.  B.  U.  Abels, 
Conservator  of  Archaeology, 
Bomberg,  W.  Germany 


Three  new  English-language  Russian  numismatic  brochures:  A review. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  RUSSIAN  COINS.  Soft-cover,  29pp.,  8V  x 8V ; State 
History  Museum,  Moscow/Soviet-West  German  Joint  Venture  "Mezhnumi z- 
matika",  (Vneshtogri zdat  Izd.  no.  52120);  Vnezshtogrizdat  1988. 

THE  MILLENIUM  OF  FIRST  RUSSIAN  COINS.  Soft-cover,  19pp.,  8V  x 8V; 
State  Hermitage/Soviet-West  German  Joint  Venture  "Mezhnumi zmati ka" , 
(Vneshtogri zdat  Izd.  no.  52121);  Vneshtogrizdat  1988. 

RUSSIAN  HISTORY  AND  CULTURE  OF  THE  10th-20th  CENTURIES  IN  COINS  AND 
MEDALS.  Soft-cover,  13pp.,  8V  x 8k";  State  Hermitage/Soviet-West 
German  Joint  Venture  "Mezhnumi zmati ka" , (Vheshtogrizdat  Izd.  no.  52122; 
Vneshtogrizdat  1988. 

Three  English-language  brochures  on  Russian  numismatics  were  available 
from  the  Soviet  representatives  of  Mezhnumi zmati ka  at  the  New  York 
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International  Convention  of  December  9,  1988.  All  three  are  well  pre- 
pared of  good  paper  with  attractive  type  and  excellent  illustrations. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  RUSSIAN  COINS  begins  with  the  role  in  Russia  of  Roman 
coins,  early  medieval  coins  of  Middle  Asia  and  Iran  of  the  7th-8th 
centuries,  and  ends  with  the  1988  Soviet  special  issue  of  souvenir 
coins  in  gold,  silver,  platinum,  palladium,  and  copper-nickel  alloys. 

This  brochure  is  in  two  parts:  I.  Coins  of  Russia,  and  II.  Coins  of 

the  USSR.  The  text  is  followed  by  14  plates  illustrating  such  items 
as  grivna- bars,  poltinas , coins  of  the  Russian  city-states,  coins  of 
the  monetary  reforms  of  1654-1663,  koubishkas  ( 16- 17th  century  clay 
jugs  for  secreting  coin  hoards),  coins  of  Ivan  the  Terrible  and  Peter 
I,  coins  of  the  18th  and  19th  centuries,  paper  currency,  and  Soviet 
coins.  The  cover  illustration  is  a coin  of  the  Kievan  Russ  Great 
Prince,  Vladimir  Svyatoslavi ch  (980-1015). 

The  text  is  interesting  and  informative--we  learn  that  melted  tin  was 
poured  into  the  throats  of  counterfeiters  and  coin  cl ippers--but  un- 
fortunately is  marred  by  awkward  English  construct!' ons--especi al ly 
the  absence  of  definite  arti cles--and  misspellings,  e.g.  Bysantine  for 
Byzantine. 

THE  MILLENIUM  OF  FIRST  RUSSIAN  COINS  is  also  an  extremely  informative 
and  interesting  publication  and  discusses  the  earliest  Russian  coinage, 
the  10th  century  Arabic  dirhems,  the  10th  century  Byzantine  solidii 3 
the  zlatniks  (there  are  10  known  examples),  the  extremely  rare  srebreniks 
of  the  Kievan  princes,  the  South  Russian  silver  bars  of  the  Kievan 
type,  and  the  North  Russian  silver  bars  of  the  Novgorodian  type. 

The  English  text  is  clear  and  well-written  except  for  the  distracting 
use  of  Bysantine  for  Byzantine. 

The  brochure  RUSSIAN  HISTORY  AND  CULTURE  IN  THE  10th-20th  CENTURIES  IN 
COINS  AND  MEDALS  begins  with  a brief  (pp.2-3)  but  interesting  survey 
dealing  with  an  exhibition  of  coins  and  medals  illustrating  close  Russo- 
Japanese  political,  economic  and  political  ties.  This  is  followed  by 
the  catalogue  of  the  exhibition--some  504  objects  of  which  over  75  are 
illustrated.  Unfortunately  the  text  and  captions  are  marred  by  mis- 
spellings, e.g.,  Bysantine  for  Byzantine,  Gedlinger  for  Hedlinger, 
and  Divivier  for  Duvivier.  Nevertheless,  the  information  in  the 
brochure  is  well -worth  reading. 

The  captions  include  such  information  as  the  name  of  the  dynasty  or 
country,  the  name  of  the  ruler  and  the  dates  of  the  reign,  the  denomin- 
ation, the  metal,  and  the  weight  in  grams. 

With  this  new  era  of  perestroika  and  glasnost , one  would  hope  that  an 
exhibit  similar  in  nature  might  be  shown  in  the  USA,  and  a correspond- 
ing US  exhibit  in  the  USSR 

All  three  brochures  are  important  and  well  worth  keeping  in  your 
library  if  you  were  fortunate  enough  to  be  in  New  York  City  and  were 
able  to  obtain  copies. 


Reviewed  by  R.  J.  Hebert 
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THE  IMPERIAL  MONETARY  SYSTEM  OF  MUGHAL  INDIA,  John  F.  Richards  (Editor), 
vii  + 382  pages.  6"  x 8V.  Hard  cover.  Delhi:  Oxford  University 

Press,  1987.  Available  from  New  York  Office,  $29.95. 

This  volume  of  seven  essays  constitutes  the  most  comprehensive  study  of 
the  Mughal  monetary  system  since  Hodivala'  s work  on  Mughal  numismatics. 
It  originated  from  a conference  held  in  June  1981  at  the  National 
Humanities  Center  in  Research  Triangle  Park,  North  Carolina,  the  aim  of 
which  was  to  bring  together  three  disparate  groups  of  scholars;  his- 
torians of  the  Mughal  Empire,  historians  of  Trade  and  East  India  Com- 
panies, and  numismatists  studying  Mughal  and  Islamic  coinage. 

The  essays  and  contributors  are  as  follows:  Introduction.  J.  F. 

Ri chards ; The  Development  of  Akbar's  Currency  System  and  Monetary  In- 
tegration of  the  Conquered  Kingdoms:  John  S . Deyel 1 ; The  Reform  of 

the  16th  Century  and  Akbar's  Administration:  Metrological  and  Monetary 

Considerations:  Marie  H.  Martin;  The  Structure  of  Monetary  Exchange 

in  North  India:  The  Provinces  of  Agra,  Delhi  and  Lahore  in  1600: 

Stephen  S.  Blake;  A System  of  Tri metal! ism  in  the  Age  of  the  "Price 
Revolution" : Effects  of  the  Silver  Influx  on  the  Mughal  Monetary 

System:  Irfan  Habib;  Foreign  Merchants  and  Indian  Mints  in  the  Seven- 
teenth and  Early  Eighteenth  Century:  0m  Prakash;  Official  Revenues 

and  Monetary  Flows  in  a Mughal  Province:  J.  F.  Richards;  Money-use 

in  Late  Pre-Colonial  India  and  the  International  Trade  in  Currency 
Media:  Frank  Perlin. 

This  is  a well-produced  volume  with  many  charts  and  eight-page  Index. 

Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie 


LUDGER  GRAVEL  1864-1933  Contre  I’oubli , by  Laurette  B.  Richer  is  avail- 
able at  $12.00  Canadian  postpaid  from  La  Societe  d'Archeologie  et  du 
Numismatique  de  Montreal,  280  Est  rue  Notre  Dame,  Montreal,  Quebec, 
Canada  H2Y  1C5.  While  this  book  was  published  in  1986,  there  have, 
as  yet,  been  no  reviews  of  it  in  the  numismatic  press. 

The  170  page  book  has  a soft  cover  and  is  6 x 9 inches  in  size.  There 
are  52  illustrations,  many  of  them  family  photographs.  The  text  is  in 
French  and  there  are  no  plans  at  present  for  an  English  edition.  The 
author  is  the  granddaughter  of  Ludger  Gravel  and  visited  her  grand- 
father on  many  occasions  until  his  death  when  she  was  18  years  old. 
Ludger  Gravel  was  one  of  Canada's  leading  numismatists  during  the 
first  three  decades  of  the  20th  century  and  during  his  lifetime  had 
the  finest  collection  in  Canada  of  Canadian  tokens,  medals,  and  dec- 
imal coins.  He  also  had  a good  collection  of  foreign  coins  and  more 
than  1100  foreign  medals.  During  his  lifetime,  some  of  his  coin  col- 
lection and  many  non-numi smatic  items  he  had  collected  were  on  display 
at  his  own  museums  in  the  country. 

The  late  J.  D.  Ferguson,  who  knew  Mr.  Gravel  well,  states  in  a letter 
written  to  Mrs.  Richer  on  August  11,  1980  and  published  in  the  book: 
"Your  grandfather  was  the  most  broadminded  man  I ever  knew,  dedicated 
to  the  Province  of  Quebec  and  to  Canada.  He  was  the  post  popular 
member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association." 
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This  is  a good  summary  of  a man  who  was  so  loved  by  his  wife,  6 child- 
ren and  many  grandchi Idren.  He  was  respected  by  Montrealers  because 
of  the  great  generosity  of  his  time  and  ability  to  the  service  of  a 
great  many  Montreal  civic,  religious,  educational  and  philanthropic 
groups  and  also  to  the  social  life  of  Montreal.  Gravel  resided  at  862 
Sherbrooke  Street  in  Montreal. 

Born  at  St.  Raphael,  lie  Bizard  (Quebec)  in  1863,  Gravel  was  apprentic- 
ed in  1880  at  Thomas  Wilson.  In  1881,  he  became  associated  with  the 
Montreal  firm  of  P.  P.  Mailloux  and  eventually  became  its  Managing 
Director.  In  1911,  he  established  his  own  business  in  Montreal.  Seven 
years  later,  with  his  son  Pierre,  he  founded  the  firm  of  Gravel  & Son. 
This  firm  and  a second  firm  (Gravel -Drouin)  formed  in  1919  gave  Gravel 
a substantial  portion  of  the  paint,  blacksmith  supplies,  varnish,  auto- 
mobile accessories  and  ornamental  iron  market  of  Quebec.  They  were 
also  in  the  carriage  trade. 

Gravel's  interest  in  numismatics  began  in  1880  due  to  the  influence  of 
Thomas  Wilson  to  whom  he  was  apprenticed.  From  Wilson  he  also  acquired 
a keen  interest  in  history  which  he  retained  throughout  his  life. 
Gravel's  collecting  career  begain  in  1889. 

In  1892,  Gravel  issued  eight  tokens  (Breton  640-647)  for  Balmoral  oil 
products.  The  pieces  were  issued  for  exchange  with  other  collectors. 

The  original  striking,  according  to  Quebec  numismatist  Jean  Luc  Giroux, 
was  as  follows:  232  pieces  for  Breton  640,  111  pieces  each  for  Breton 

641-646,  and  28  pieces  for  Breton  647. 

Gravel  is  probably  best  known  for  the  two  attractive  medals  he  design- 
ed and  sponsored  as  a prize  for  arithmetic  for  Montreal  schools.  From 
1901-1905,  the  medal  pictured  Minerva,  the  Greek  goddess  of  the  Sciences 
and  the  Arts.  184  specimens  of  this  medal  were  awarded  according  to 
the  author. 

A newly  designed  medal  was  designed  in  1906.  It  showed  the  busts  of 
King  Solomon,  the  inventor  of  Arabic  numerals  and  of  Pope  Sylvester  II 
who  introduced  these  Arabic  numerals  throughout  Europe.  According  to 
Laurette  Richer,  over  3,000  of  these  medals,  engraved  on  the  reverse 
sides  with  the  name  of  the  receiver,  were  distributed  to  Montreal 
students  until  Gravel's  death  in  1933.  A certificate  accompanied  each 
medal . 

Gravel  joined  the  American  Numismatic  Association  (member  945)  in  1908 
and  later  became  the  first  life  member  in  Canada.  During  his  lifetime, 
he  was  vice-president  and  also  member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the 
ANA.  More  important  still  was  his  function  as  president  of  the  organ- 
izing committee  which  brought  the  ANA  convention  to  Montreal  in  1909  and 
again  in  1923. 

Gravel  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  Societe  d' Archeologie  et  du 
Numismatique  de  Montreal  housed  in  the  Chateau  Ramezay.  Largely 
through  his  efforts,  the  Societe  acquired  the  very  important  McLachlan 
numismatic  collection  for  the  Chateau  Ramezay. 

The  subdivision  of  material  in  the  book  is  excellent.  The  first  part 
covers  Gravel's  personal  and  family  life.  The  second  part  covers  his 
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business,  civic,  philanthropic  and  numismatic  interests.  A short  third 
part  covers  his  death  and  the  homage  paid  to  him  by  the  public. 

The  following  tables  conclude  the  book:  a chronology  of  the  important 

events  in  Gravel's  life,  his  work  with  the  School  correnission,  his 
numismatic  career,  and  family  genealogy. 

The  many  family  photographs  and  the  great  many  intimate  moments  in 
Gravel's  life  that  are  recorded  on  the  pages  of  this  book  could  only 
be  there  because  the  book  was  written  by  a person  who  knew  and  loved 
Ludger  Gravel . 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


THE  OXFORD  DICTIONARY  OF  POPES,  by  John  Kelly.  Oxford  Press  1986.  6" 

x 9".  450pp.  Hard  cover.  Price:  $24.95  + shipping,  from  Edward  A. 

Jencius,  P.  0.  Box  41,  Dyker  Heights  Station,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  11228-0041. 

This  hard  cover  book  covers  all  the  essential  information  of  all  the 
Popes,  including  anti -popes.  The  book  is  by  date  order,  from  Peter  to 
John  Paul  II.  Under  each  title  is  the  name  of  the  pope,  family  name, 
brief  history  of  the  man  prior  to  becoming  pope  and  the  information 
needed  to  and  including  the  election,  coronation,  death  and  all  per- 
tinent occurrences duri ng  his  reign. 

This  book  is  the  best  informative  publication  considering  its  size 
(450  pages).  It  is  an  important  source  of  history  particularly  where 
the  medallist  is  concerned.  It  is  thoroughly  good  reading. 

(Information  from  Edward  Jencius) 


FROM  PETER  TO  JOHN  PAUL  II,  by  Frank  Korn.  Imprimatur:  James  W. 

Malone,  Bishop  of  Youngstown,  Ohio.  282pp,  soft  covers.  4"  x 7" 
format.  Price:  $5.50  + shipping.  Also  available  from  Edward  A. 

Jencius  at  the  above  address. 

An  informal  study  of  the  Papacy  divided  into  four  areas:  Origin  of 

the  Papacy;  Middle  or  Dark  Ages;  The  Renaissance  and  Baroque  Eras; 
the  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  Centuries. 

This  book  covers  the  making  of  the  Papacy;  of  the  first  30+  Popes  who 
were  martyrs;  those  who  put  a price  on  the  Papacy  (Alexander  VI)  and 
those  who  worked  for  the  Catholic  Church. 

(Information  from  Edward  Jencius) 

********************************************************************** 

FIRST  GOLD  COINS  OF  AMERICA:  Nuevo  Reino  de  Granada  (Colombia)  was  the 

first  mint  to  strike  gold  coins  in  the  New  World.  This  was  authorized 
by  King  Philip  III  of  Spain  in  a royal  decree  dated  April  1,  1620.  One 
and  two  escudo  gold  coins  were  authorized  as  well  as  silver  coins. 

(Submitted  by  Herman  Blanton,  NI  #2121) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Joseph  H.  Zaffern,  22555  Hallcroft  Tr.,  Southfield,  MI  48034:  WANTED 

- Libya  5 Dinars  1981  KM-24  in  UNC  or  PROOF.  Please  quote  price. 

Hi  1 de  Wurm,  Postfach  6488,  D775  Konstanz,  West  Germany:  Being  a pro- 

fessional numismatist  since  1961,  I would  like  to  invite  all  dealers 
selling  at  wholesale  conditions  to  send  me  offers.  Over  the  years  I 
have  had  very  good  contacts  with  20  some  dealers  but  I would  appreciate 
enlarging  that  circle  with  other  competent  wholesalers. 

Robert  David  Jones,  P.  0.  Box  20263,  Louisville,  KY  40220:  I am  inter- 

ested in  borrowing  and/or  purchasing  a copy  of  COLUMBIANA,  by  Eglit. 
Please  advise  if  you  have  this  book  for  loan  or  others  on  Columbian 
Exposition  (1892-3)  pieces.  If  for  sale,  advise  cost. 

A.  Hoch,  33355  Detroit  Rd.,  Avon,  Ohio,  44011:  I need  original  copy 

of  Lochkart's  1915,  The  Lockhart  Collection  of  Chinese  Copper  Coins. 
Condition  of  book  not  important.  Also  wanted  is  the  Miura  Gosen's 
original  book  (or  xerox)  of  Miura  Gosen  Annam  Sempu  Reki  Daison  Bu 
Japan,  1966  and  Annam  Sempu  Terui  Sen  Bu  Japan,  1965 , condition  not 
important.  I will  buy  above  books  or  trade  for  xerox  of  my  1988  F. 
Thierry's  Bibliotheque  Nationale  Catalogue  des  Monnaies  Vietnamiennes 
and  many  other  books  and  far  east  articles  too  numerous  to  list. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to:  NI 

Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Sta.,  Westport,  Conn. 
06880,  USA. 

************************************* ****+++************************** 
NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 

"In  the  types  of  some  of  the  earliest  Greek  coins,  we  find  a spirit  and 
boldness,  both  in  design  and  execution,  with  which  many  of  the  more 
elaborate  productions  of  modern  times  will  not  bear  comparison.  The 
rude,  and  often  misshapen  lump  of  silver  upon  which  these  types  are 
impressed,  contrasts  most  singularly  with  the  wonderful  freedom  and 
spirit  of  the  design.  Armour,  weapons,  animals,  plants,  utensils, 
and  the  most  graceful  representati ons  of  the  human  figure,  appear  in 
infinite  and  astonishing  variety  within  a space  so  ci rcumscri bed, 
that  the  artists  of  antiquity  would  seem  to  have  sometimes  vied  with 
each  other  in  the  production  of  the  most  striking  representations 
wihin  the  smallest  possible  limits." 

--  John  Yonge  Akerman,  F.S.A., 

A Numismatic  Manual,  London  (1840), 

page  12. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 
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